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Despite pleas from leaders in business, industry, and 
government calling for a renewed national commitment 
to developing our most talented students, many states 
are focusing little to no attention or resources toward this 

purpose.  In the two years since the previous State of the States in 
Gifted Education report, the consequences of continued neglect 
of our most talented students have become even clearer:

international tests in math, science and reading. 

particularly in demanding math and science fi elds.

has increased, our collective resolve to address it in a 
comprehensive and meaningful manner has diminished.

What the Data Tell Us

A Disturbing Lack of Accountability

too many states fail to collect and report data on how these learners 
are faring in school and to gather details on the programs and services 
designed to meet their needs. 

are identifi ed locally as gifted and talented.

Limited  Support for High-Potential and High-Ability 
Students

across the country rests with states and local school districts.  Even in 
the states that require students be identifi ed and/or served, service 
access, frequency, and type of services varies widely and often 

lead to disparities in how the needs of gifted students are met.

learning needs of advanced students, including those from 

education in a highly uneven and fragmented manner, leaving 
many students without access to appropriately challenging 
curriculum.
the ethnicity of gifted and talented students, the data received 
indicates gaps in identifying and serving gifted students from 

State of the States survey and 
highlighted here offer a snapshot of state policies and practices 

students.

responsibility for programs and projects not specifi c to gifted 
education.

education; another 5 publish this information as part of a larger 
report.

State of the States
state funding for gifted education.

gifted and talented education.

districts to follow the state defi nition.  
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Teachers Unprepared to Meet Students 
Needs

administrators, even signifi cant investments in other 
resources and services may fail to attain meaningful and 
sustained results. Despite this connection, the majority of 

needs of gifted students in their college preparation 
programs.  Additionally, training in gifted education 
identifi cation and teaching methods is not widely required 

A Patchwork Collection of Services

services and inconsistency from district to district and even school 

and economic conditions.

training in gifted education. 

A Call to Action

students is a crisis for the nation, one that looms larger with each 
passing school year as students languish unchallenged. It may not 

unemployment rate, but the consequences of failing to address it in 
a meaningful manner right now are just as grave and reach far into 
the future.

of the problem in the face of voluminous data and expert 

gifted students. As a result, most gifted and talented children, who 
spend the majority of their time in the regular education classroom, are 
taught by teachers who are not trained to meet their needs.

gifted and talented education. 

any training on the nature and needs of gifted and talented 
students at any point in their careers. 

decisions from other districts in the state.

decision to districts.

acceleration; the rest leave the decision to the local school district.

process of identifying and cultivating our most talented students, 

discovered through proper identifi cation and appropriate services. 

other school personnel, and must be funded to the greatest extent 
possible. Educators at all levels must commit to exploring innovative 

to meet the nation’s needs now and in the future.
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Remaining globally competitive demands we maximize the academic potential of our high-ability students.
— NAGC President, Paula Olszewski-Kubilius

Required Annual Professional 
Development in G/T for Teachers in 
G/T Programs 

Do not 
require 
professional 
development = 26 Require G/T 

professional 
development = 5

Leave professional 
development to 
district = 12



National Advocacy Efforts

including teacher preparation, accountability for student learning, equity issues, and funding for research and services for 
gifted learners.  

grassroots outreach program, to increase awareness of the needs of gifted children through local media efforts and direct 

gifted students and gifted education.

NAGC Policy Resources

website at www.nagc.org for the following:

State of the States in Gifted Education
 A Guide to State Policies in Gifted Education
 Guidelines for Developing an Academic Acceleration Policy
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National Association for Gifted Children

“The U.S. is faced with 

a clear and profound 

choice between action 

and complacency.  

The Board firmly 

believes that a 

coherent, proactive, 

and sustained effort to 

identify and develop 

our Nation’s STEM 

innovators will help 

drive future economic 

prosperity and 

improve the quality of 

life for all.”

—National Science  
Board, 2010


